Patients in a clinic for children with multiple handicaps: a retrospective diagnostic evaluation.
This study illustrates the effectiveness of an outpatient facility in evaluating patients with a variety of handicapping disorders. A multidisciplinary approach, such as the one used in the Child Study Clinic, is the most effective and most efficient mode of evaluating handicapped children, though hospitalization is occasionally required to further evaluate such complicated problems. Every child with mental retardation, birth defects, or multiple handicaps requires a thorough evaluation for the purposes of diagnosis, treatment, and the prescription of long-term educational and occupational goals. Family history often indicates the need for genetic counseling.